


A journey of thousand smiles
Also begins wirh a single step
s

We, the students of Ramakrishna Mission Vidyapith, Purulia, 1385 Batch, have already taken
it. For the last two years, from the resources that we could muster among ourselvas and a
few well-wishers, we have already begun to help the children of three Purulla schools.
Teday, at Nabadisha Model School, Puncha; Widyasagar Shisu Shiksha Niketan, Jodugora of
Ayodha Pahar and Seradamoni Mission, Bertanr, Chas More, we are ensuring that the
chlldren are better fed, better clothed and better equipped for life and learning. We are
ensuring that they den't goto sleep shivering In cold, and have a mattress betweenthelr frall
bodiesand the hard, unrelenting floor. We are ensuring that they know reasons to smile,

We lknow that we have touched Just the tp of the lceberg. We know that our present
rescurces serve just a small fraction of their needs. But we also know that when willingness
is buming, obstacles simply melt away, That tomorrow will be a brighter day. That we will be
able to domore and mare...

For further detalls, contae
Gautam Sinha Debaals Ghosh Sanjay Tripatiy
{Preskient] {Secratary) [Treasurer)
98304 65524 5830065295 5230502346

“Ramakrishna Mission Vidyapith Purulia 1585 Batch”
Registration No. 5/2L No. 57060 of 2016-17
Regd. Address : 55 Bhupen Bose Avenue, Sth Floor, Kolkata - 700004, Wehslte : www.rkmvp85.in
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Keshari Nath Tripathi wﬁf RAJ BHAVAN

GOVERMNOR OF WEST BENGAL L KOLKATA 700 062

3" November, 2017

Message

I am glad to learn that Purulia Ramakrishna Mission
Vidyapith Alumni Association is celebrating its 18" Reunion
on 18" and 19™ November, 2017.

I convey my felicitations to all the members of the

Alumni Association and wish the celebration all success.

Ko i

Keshari Nath Tripath.j

[3)]
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RAMAKRISHMA MATH
P:O. BELUR MATH, DIST. HOWRAH
WEST BENGAL : 711 202
IMDLA,

I am glad to learn that Purulia Ramakrishna Mission Vidyapith
Alumni Association is celebrating its 18" Reunion at Ramakrishna Mission
Vidyapith, Purulia on 18" and 19" November, 2017 and to commemorate
the occasion a souvenir - “Abhyudaya’ will be released during the inaugural
function of the Reunion.

Swami Vivekananda said, “We want the man whose heart feels
intensely the miseries and sorrows of the world. And we want the man who
not only can feel bur also can find the meanings of things, who delves deep
into the heart of nature and understanding. We want the man who will
not even stop then, but who wants to work out. Such a combination of
head, heart, and hand is what we want.” The harmonious development of
head, heart and hand is the key to achieve perfection in every sphere of our
lives. Let us strive sincerely for it.

May by the grace of Bhagavan Sri Ramakrishna, Holy Mother Sri
Sarada Devi and Swami Vivekananda the Reunion be a grand success!

I convey my good wishes to all.

MM&

Belur Math (Swami Smaranananda)

25" October, 2017 President



RAMAKRISHNA MATH
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Ehone PEX ;
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FAX : (033) 2654-4346

Email . rkmhg@belurmath.org
Website : www.belurmath.org

MESSAGE
22.102017

Dear Sri Sanjoy Chattopadhyay,

I am happy to learn that the Purulia Ramakrishna Mission Vidyapith Alumni
Association is going to celebrate its 18" Alumni Association meeting on the 18" and
19" of November, 2017.

Swami Vivekananda had repeatedly stressed that education is the panacea for
all social evils and from this stand-point, though the contribution of our educational
institutions, particularly of Purulia Vidyapith, has been immense, much remains to be
done yet. I am happy that you are bringing out a Souvenir Abhyudaya on the day of
the inauguration of the celebration which 1 believe will contain study material for the
shaping of staff and students in all educational institutions in general, and of Purulia
Vidyapith in particular.

It is widely quoted from Poems of Sentiment: 11, Life: Yussouf by James Russel
Lowell (1819-1891): *As one lamp lights another, nor grows less, so nobleness
enkindleth nobleness.” Following this grand idea, it is my wish that the students and
staff of Purulia bear in mind the noble dictum placed before humanity by Swami
Vivekananda and translate it in our daily lives:

Our life is “for the sake of our self-liberation as well as for the good of the
world”. ... Arise, awake; wake up yourselves, and awaken others. Achicve the

consummation of human life before you pass off — “Arise, awake, and stop
not till the goal is reached.”

I wish the 18" Alumni Association's Celebration and the publication of the
Souvenir all success. May the blessings of the Holy Trio be on all associated with the
Purulia Vidyapith is my fervent prayer to them,

I am thankful to you for inviting me to participate in the celebration. Much as 1
would like to, my health prevents me from taking long trips and so I express my
inability to comply with your earnest request. [ hope you will understand my position.

Yours a%ﬁimmli.
G
{Swami Prabhananda)
Vice-President
To:-
Sri Sanjoy Chattopadhyay, General Secretary,
Purulia Ramakrishna Mission Vidyapith Alumni Association,
9/1 Akrur Lane, Kolkata 700012
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Sri Sanjay Chattopadhyay

General Secretary

Purulia Ramakrishna Mission Vidyapith Alumni
Association

9/1, Akrur Dutta Lane, Kolkata — 700012
E-mail: sanjaychatterjee2014@gmail.com

Dear Sri Chattopadhyay,
I am glad to learn that Vidyapith Alumni

Association is going to celebrate their 18t reunion on the
premises of the Vidyapith this November.

We heartily congratulate you for this wonderful
effort to gather the alumni at their alma mater. 1t is not
merely a meeting of people but also a stock-taking of the
ideals gathered during the formative years of these
students at our ashrama.

We sincerely pray for the success of this

programme. 2 ){ M
(Swami Suhitananda)
Vice President
Copy to:
Swami Jnanalokananda
Secretary

Ramakrishna Mission Vidyapith
Purulia
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Message

I am glad to know that the 18th Reunion of former students of
Purulia Vidyapith will be held on 18 and 19 November 2017 at Purulia
Vidyapith.

Holding Reunions helps alumni to keep alive the memories of
their student days in their alma mater. This affirms former students'
gratefulness to the institution for all that they have received from it.
Also, Reunion helps them to get united for serving a noble cause.
There is great power in a united will. Using this power we can render
meaningful service to the society in multifarious ways.

I would like to share the following inspiriting words of
exhortation by Swami Vivekananda: Weakness leads to slavery.
Weakness leads to all kinds of misery, physical and mental. Weakness is
death. There are hundreds of thousands of microbes surrounding us,
but they cannot harm us unless we become weak, until the body is
ready and predisposed to receive them. There may be a million
microbes of misery, floating about us. Never mind! They dare not
approach us, they have no power to get a hold on us, until the mind is
weakened. This is the great fact: strength is life, weakness is death.
Strength is felicity, life eternal, immortal; weakness is constant strain
and misery: weakness is death.

May the blessings of Sri Ramakrishna, Holy Mother Sri Sarada
Devi and Swami Vivekananda may be on all members of Purulia
Ramakrishna Mission Vidyapith Alumni Association, and may the 18th
Reunion be a success.

i

A
16 October 2017 (Swami Suvirananda)
General Secretary
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Message

I am delighted to know that Purulia Ramkrishna Mission Vidyapith
Alumni Association is going to celebrate their 18" Reunion on 18" & 19"
Movember, 2017. I am also very happy to learn that one Souvenir is to be

published to commemorate this occasion.

I extend my felicitations and congratulations to all its members and wish

programme a grand success,

(Dr. Partha ce)

General Secretary
Purulia Ramkrishna Mission Vidyapith Alumni Association

Mabanna : 325, Sarat Chatterjee Road, Howrah-711 102, Room No. 101, Telefax : 2250 1157
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Rakhal Das Banerjee : A forgotten Bengali Archaeologist

Md Anwarul Haque

Ahistorian once remarked that history is a dialogue between past and present. Indeed,
history links us with our glorious past, fabulous culture and proud civilization. The
archaeology an important branch of history plays a pivotal role to unfold the past. The
oxford dictionary describes the term archaeology that ‘the study of cultures of the past
and the periods of history by examining the remains of buildings and objects found in the
ground’. Thus it relates our past with present and becomes the cause of pride of our
ancient civilised heritage.

In this article, | as a student of history try to uncover the immense contributions of
Rakhal Das Banerii, a Bengali archaeologist who discovered the Mohenjodaro Civilization
in 1922. But he was robbed of this feat by Sir John Hurbert Marshall, Director General,
ASI. The recent research reveals the injustice meted on Rakhal Das Baneriji. An outstanding
historian of India, remarkable archaeologist, a renowned epigraphist, reputed numismatist,
distinguished palaeographer and last but not the least an unmatchable novelist of par
excellence, was born on 12th April, 1885 at Berhampore in Murshidabad dist. Rakhal Das
Bandyopadhyay was popularly and affectionately known as R.D. Banerji. Matilal and
Kalimati were his parents. In 1900, he cracked entrance exam from Krishnanath school in
Berhampore. He tied the knot with the daughter of Narendranath Mukherjee named
Kanchamala Devi in about 1901. He continued his studies and passed F.A. Exam in 1903
and then graduated in History (Hons) from Presidency College, Calcutta in 1907 and later
equipped himself with the degree of M.A. in History from the University of Calcutta in
1910.

Having completed his masters in history, he had joined the Calcutta’s Indian Museum
as an assistant to the Archaeological Departmentin 1910 and a year later he was promoted
to the post of Assistant Superintendent of the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI). He
was then elevated to the rank of Superintending Archaeologist of the Western Circle in
1917. The circle comprised of Hyderabad, Bombay and Central India. As a boss of the
Western Circle, in 1920 Rakhal Das came upon some mounds in the dry bed of the Indus
river near Larkana district in Sind (at present in Pakistan). And while he was looking for
Greek Pillars, Sir Marshall wanted him to find relics from the Gandhara Period (1st to
5th cent. A.D.) to prove J.T. Wheelers’ Thesis that Indian Civilization learned from the
Greek-Roman Civilizations. It was beyond doubt a misconception and miscalculation of
the British that Indians were incapable of reaching the standards in classical architecture
and sculpture that they did first by themselves. However, the first round of excavation
revealed a Buddhist Stupa belonging to the Kushana Period (2nd & 3rd cent. A.D). As the
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area around the Stupa was unearthed, the archaeological team came upon microliths
(tiny flints, parts of bigger tool) and pieces of pottery that did not match anything found
earlier. Further, discoveries revealed an old civilization only a few feet below the Buddhist
structure and it was the Mohenjodaro Civilization.

An important and exciting fragment of India’s past had been uncovered after the
discovery of Mohenjodaro (meaning ‘Mound of Dead’) and the beginnings of the civilization
in India were pushed back some 5,000 years to a time roughly contemporaneous with the
civilizations of Mesopotamia and Egypt. Immediately after his discovery, Rakhal Das
submitted an entire report to his boss, Sir Marshall who suppressed it. It did not get
published but the news that an ancient civilization had been found was splashed in the
‘lllustrated London News’ in 1924. The discovery was very dramatically credited to Sir
Marshall. The book, ‘Mohenjodaro and the Indus Civilization’, edited by Sir Marshall even
did not mention the achievements of Rakhal Das. R.D. Banerji was deceived, cheated,
betrayed and robbed of his legitimate claim of discovering Mohenjodaro by Sir Marshall.
Later in 1924, he was transferred to the Eastern Circle and there he was implicated in a
case for excavating the religious place. An FIR was sued against him but even at this
unfavourable juncture, he was not supported by Sir Marshall. Later Sir Marshall advised
or plain speaking forced to resign from his post. Under the pressure, he took voluntary
retirementin 1926. He was offered to teach in the University of Calcutta and after teaching
there he later joined the Banaras Hindu University in 1928 and held the post till his
premature death on 23rd May 1930 at just 45 years.

When R.D. Banerji sensed the deceitful and odd attitude of Sir Marshall towards him
after the discovery of Mohenjodaro, he had written to Sumit Kr Chatterjee, an intellectual
icon of the time that “see they (the British Govt.) will not allow me to publish anything on
Mohenjodaro. But you can write something. | am handing over to you all the materials
and the photographs | have. You just write something on it and publish my interpretations.
This may be a record for future generation”.

The article related to the contributions of RD Banerji was eventually published in a
Bengali periodical, possibly without the knowledge of the ASI. But officially, he was not
recognized by the British. Sir John Marshall, indeed snatched and registered in his name
the hard earned credit of discovering the Mohenjodaro civilization of Rakhal Das but the
history lovers and who have flare to know the golden past of India, are also playing more
or less same role as played by Sir Marshall by not trying to find out the deeds and
achievements of Rakhal Das Banerii, a forgotten Bengali archaeologist !!

[Author is an Asst. Teacher in History of Ramakrishna Mission Vidyapith, Purulia, Mobile : 9681329910]
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Chandra Prakash Das

It was an absolute honour and privilege to know Chandra Prakash, fondly called as CP
by friends, seniors and juniors alike.. Saying good-bye to our dearest friend CP would
leave an undeniable void in our life, which would be hard to fill in, but this eulogy will not
be of despair or mourning but of hope, love and celebration that our dear friend has
always embodied.

It was the year 1993, month of April a group of lost and bemused boys were setting out
in their lone journey of life in Ramakrishna Mission Purulia. Then there was this boy, CP
trying to console his mates to deal with separation anxiety and volunteering himself to be
the class monitor or sevak and all this with a tactical disadvantage that he did not know
the language that we were comfortable with, Bengali. CP slowly became the strength of
our batch who could bond us through our diversities undermining our deficiencies.. CP
was life personified, he would always smile and if you speak to anyone, who would have
known him would vouch for his candour, empathy, humour and profound kindness. He
had the uncanny ability to bring the best self out of you. He was a great leader because
of his humane way of dealing with issues bring people at ease... His core values were
always synonymous with what Ramakrishna Mission has always preached which is
“Atmanomoksharthamjagathitaya cha”, may be it was God’s way to give salvation to our
dear friend for his unconditional love and respect for all. CP has always counted on his
blessings and was always there to help anybody who is in need and that was a true

45



reflection of his values which he practiced as a devout Swamiji. The number of people
who attended his final rites reflected his unconditional love and will to help others.

CP was also one of the most fun loving persons we have ever come across and a big
prankster. He would be present with you for a gathering when you had least expected
and again he won’t be there when you were sure about his presence. Some days at mid
night he will call and ask to open the door, for he is standing outside. Oh! brother what
would we give for another prank call, another midnight call.

CP's last Whatsapp status was 'El lllusionista’, the lllusionist; and truly he pulled his last
trick when he decided to leave us for his heavenly abode without the slightest hint.

Though now we may mourn the loss of such a beautiful person and friend, we will forever
cherish that friendship that we had shared with him and celebrate the time we shared
growing up together. For we believe he would want each of us to continue living our lives
in the same manner he did. He would want us to dance again. One big fallacy of modern
life is that we celebrate human life after there is no more of it, CP’s greatest legacy would
be that we had celebrated so much together that his thoughts would only inspire us and
would bring a smile to our face.

GOODBYE DEAR FRIEND CP, YOU WILL ALWAYS BE PRESENT IN OUR PRAYERS.

[Chandra Prakash Das was an alumnus of 2000, Madhyamik Batch. This is a memoir of Chandra
Prakash Das by his fellow classmates of Vidyapith]
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Tempest
Wrik Chakrabarti

Am
| am close
Close and far, strong and soft, like a silk blanket ensconced in a burning pyre
A burning pyre rouses my breath, the smoke opens my eyes
Opens my eyes to a truth unbound in tangibility, a truth impervious to
culpability
Impervious to culpability, | stir like a great giant, and muddy my arm into the abyss
My arm into the abyss, reels back, grasping the beyond in my matted fist
My matted fist opens, the vapors in a dance
A dance of demons, a dance of rainbows and fire, a sickly sweet harmony of string and steel
Steel forged in the fire that burns within me
Within me, | grasp for the steel longsword and take it in two hands, and | grasp the truth
| see
And realize that my life is mine, and mine alone
Because
| see the truth | grasp in my two hands
The two hands a steel longsword forged in the fire that burns within me
The fire singing a sickly sweet harmony of steel and string
Of steel and string, Of demons, of rainbows, of fire, and my matted fist
My matted fist grasps the sword and swings into the abyss
Like a great giant, impervious to culpability
Impervious to culpability and unbound from tangibility - | swing, and | open my eyes to
the smoke
Smoke from a burning pyre holds the ashes of my doubt, my trepidation, my weakness
like a silk blanket,
My silk blanket, strong and soft, caresses into a close
Closes to the truth, for to the truth | am close

Close is the truth to me because |

Am

[Poet is the son of Jaydip Chakrabarti, an alumnus of 1983 batch. He lives in Houston, Texas, USA]
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Back Tracking — Over 50 years
Sibkumar Hazra, Higher Secondary 1965

| am a pass out of Ramakrishna Vidyapith, Purulia of 1965 (11 class Higher
Secondary). When we got admitted in the Vidyapith — Deoghar & Purulia were together
under one Secretary whose name was Swami Hiranmayanandaji, one of the most
renowned Sanyasis of Ramakrishna Math & Mission. Previously the entire school was at
Deoghar known as Deoghar Vidyapith and after Purulia was returned to West Bengal
from Bihar in 1956 the then Education Secretary Late D.M. Sen who was also a very good
friend of Swami Hiranmayanandji asked him to set up a School at Purulia and assured
him all assistance and help from Govt. of West Bengal. A small establishment was set up
at Purulia at first by using the barracks in the campus which was left by the soldiers of
Second World War and with three higher classes from Class 9 to Class XI. At that time
we were at Deoghar Vidyapith and when we were promoted from Class VIII to Class IX
we were sent to Purulia Campus for further continuation of studies.

We reached Purulia campus in a cold morning of early January, 1962 and joined
class IX. Here many things were different which we were used to at Deoghar e.g. in
Deoghar there was no prescribed uniform excepting for P.T. Whereas in Purulia the same
was very strictly followed and we were asked to procure white trousers, light blue full
shirts and black shoes as school uniform. The P.T. uniform remained the same as that of
Deoghar. Many of the teachers and other staff members including some of the Sanyasis
were from Deoghar and as such already acquainted with us. Late Swami Pramathanandii
(Dhiren Maharaj) was the Head Master and Shri Sushil Roy was the Assistant Head
Master. Gradually after about six months Swami Pramathanandji was transferred and
ultimately sent to Canada where he breathed his last. He was a very affectionate person
with mother like behaviours which always attracted us and we were very frank in reciting
any of our problems to him.

After Swami Pramathanandji came Swami Yuktanandji (Panu Maharaj) who remained
as Head Master for one year and left for another assignment at Ranchi where he established
a very big Agriculture Development & Training Centre at Morabadi. During his tenure he
brought out a number of reforms and developments in the education system of the school
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as well as day to day life of the students. Most memorable is introduction of English
Medium studies in this school. Here | would like to narrate my own story in getting into
English Medium. In fact | was very much afraid of studying in English and pursued my
parents not to opt for this medium. But to my utter surprise | found that my name was at
the top of the list of the students called for interview for English Medium. Immediately |
went to Panu Maharaj and protested that how my name could be included when | did not
opt for it. His reply was that it might be a mistake. But once my name appears in the list,
as a disciplined student | must attend the interview and as | was stating my performance
will not be well and automatically my name will be struck out. | attended the interview and
when the list of successful candidates for English Medium was published, as a second
surprise | found that my name was at the top of the list. Again | went running to Panu
Maharaj to tell him that how such things could happen and | do not want to be in the
English Medium. His reply was that the list has been prepared by the interviewing
committee and they found me fit for English Medium and the only option left to me was to
join the English Medium. | pursued the studies in English medium and passed Higher
Secondary examination quite well. After that when | entered Engineering College |
understood that a great benefit was passed on by Panu Maharaj to me even against my
will as the entire studies in engineering college were in English medium and had | been in
Bengali medium in the school | would have faced lots of difficulties in Engineering college.

After Swami Yuktanandji, a young Brahmachari named Brahmachari Vishnu Chaitanya
came as our Head Master perhaps from Sargachi Ashram. Later on when he became
Sanyasi he was named as Swami Ramanandji who is now spending his retired life at
Varanasi Ashram. We passed Higher Secondary exam in 1965 nearly 52 years herefrom
when he was the Head Master. At that time the custom was that at first the theoretical
exams were conducted and our examinations centre was Purulia Zila School. Every day
one bus full of students used to go in the morning to sit for the exams when both the
Paper-I & Paper-1l were conducted on the same day in the morning session and afternoon
session respectively. We were given a room in the hostel of Purulia Zila School where we
had our rest during recess hours in between the two papers and our the then Chief
Warden — Swami Putanandji (Kalipada Maharaj) brought huge quantity of food for our
tiffin and though the students were not in a mood to eat and busy in preparing for second
papers he insisted for having full belly food so that the results of the exam could also be
with full marks. We found that this advice of his was very effective.
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After completion of theoretical papers the students were allowed to go home for few
days and come back after about a fortnight for preparing of the practical test. As we were
in Science group we had to give practical tests in Physics and Chemistry. | can remember
that most our friends of Agriculture stream were asked to tell the age of a calf by counting
the number of teeth. When we were busy in practical tests in the Physics and Chemistry
labs our friends of Agriculture Department were visiting the cowshed to get themselves
accustomed and be friendly with the calves there so that during test they would show their
teeth easily. Ultimately the practical tests also gets completed and our days in Vidyapith
as a student came to an end. We went back to our homes and get ourselves ready for
entering into the professional and/or other colleges.

| was a boy from Purulia town and even today | remember the day when the results
of the Higher Secondary exam in 1965 was published. On the day of publication of the
results myself accompanied by my father came to Vidyapith in a rickshaw. The Head
Master Maharaj took us along with Shri Sushil Roy, Assistant Head Master to Vivekananda
Nagar Post Office along with his rubber stamp to receive the envelope containing our
marksheets despatched from Board of Higher Secondary Education, Kolkata. A few
other staff members and teachers also accompanied us and waiting eagerly for postal
peon. Ultimately he arrived in a cycle and he was very surprised to see such a big gathering
in the post office. The Sub-Post Master took the postal bag and brought out the envelope
of the board from it and handed over the same to our Head Master Maharaj with proper
receipt. Head Master Maharaj did not waste a minute in opening the same and one by
one went through the mark sheets and declared that results were beyond their expectations.
There was no failure or compartmental by any students and there was a number of letter
marks secured by many of the students. Moreover even there was none in the 3 division.
In fact from this year the results started becoming better and better. Thereafter a meeting
was called at the auditorium where all the students of the school were called in and Head
Master narrated the position of all the examinees and praised them a lot. | took my mark
sheets from the school office and after bowing down to Head Master Maharaj Kalipada
Maharaj and Swami Hiranmayanandji came back to home with a joyful mood together
with a feeling of sorrow as | have ceased to be a student of Vidyapith but with a sense of
pride as | will ever remain attached to this institute as an ex-student which | cherish ever
today.

[The Author is the Founder Secretary of Purulia Ramakrishna Mission Vidyapith Alumni Association.
He lives in Kolkata]
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“The Poor, the down-trodden, the
ignorant, let these be your God”

- Swami Vivekananda
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On the lap of mother Vidyapith
Koushik Majumder, Madhyamik1988

“Education is the manifestation of the perfection already in man.” Swami
Vivekananda believed that education is not only about being bookish and acquiring degrees
but to uphold the ‘human’ inside the human beings. Our beloved Vidyapith is also one of
the premier institutions of our country that creates and nurtures the mind and lights up the
‘human’ amongst the human beings. It is the best home away from home.

Established in 1957, mother Vidyapith is now 60 years old but the mother in her is still
alive and as fresh as a mother newly became one. She is still relentlessly taking all steps
and leaving no stone unturned to grow her children every day from a boy to a teenager.
She takes a boy of eleven years on her lap and nourishes and nurtures him till the boy is
eighteen years of age. She does this for 750 children every year. We come here at the
age of ten or eleven and get ourselves admitted in class V and our mother from then start
to grow us up with all kinds of nutrition which includes physical, educational and spiritual
upliftment and the best of residential training and guidance by the monks, teachers and
other distinguished well wishers. Our Holy Mother Shri Shri Maa Saradadevi said that if
her son has come with full of dust and mud in his body then it is nobody but she who has
to take him in laps and clean the dust from his body as it is the job of the mother. Our
teachers, monks play the same role in moulding and shaping up our character with due
parental affection and required strictness. They take us in heavy hands whenever it is
necessary and also mends the same by their endless affection.

Usually we get up by 5:15am and have 10 mins for ablution. Mind doesn’t grow or
take a proper shape without some spiritual food for thought poured into it. So we have a
morning prayer time for 25 mins.Swamiji says “Playing football is no less important than
chanting ‘THE BHAGVADGITA' in order to have a mature mind as He strongly believed
that a sound mind is only possible in a sound body thus “ Shariram adyam kholu dharma
sadhanam”. So we have the time for drill and some physical activities for around 30 mins
where we freshen our mind and strengthen our body because Swamiji wanted youths to
form a new India where their hearts would be made up of thunder, muscles of iron and
nerves of steel. But mind and body both need fuel to run. Mother Vidyapith is very
concerned and conscious about the balanced and healthy food habits of the children
from dawn to dusk. So after burning our physique for a while we have ready breakfast
being served to us in our respective dining halls. The warning bell rings and then the main
objective of coming to the Vidyapith actually follows with the morning study hours. The
school timing is usually from 10.15am to 4.30pm .
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Our school starts with the National Anthem and Vidyapith Geeti held in an assembly
where our respected Headmaster Maharaj is in command. The school gets over by around
4:30pm but on Wednesday we have school in the morning. Playing games and let us be
specific, we here in Vidyapith have different types of games to play with a very modern
facilities. Vidyapith is also very conscious about our ethnic culture. At the evening prayer
of Shri Ramakrishna we are all there in the prayer hall dressed with traditional Dhoti and
Panjabi.

This has a significant value to make us aware of the fact that whatever we become,
how much we are successful in our professional lives we shouldn’t or cannot afford to
ignore, neglect or forget our roots and tradition of our Indian culture. Prayer is followed by
the study hours. After the study for one and a half hour comes the time for dinner and then
finally the bell rings reminding us to go to bed by around 10pm thanking The Almighty for
blessing us to experience a wonderful day in our life. We strongly believe what
Shri Ramakrishna had said that so long we live, that long we learn.

[The author is a graduate from Calcutta University. He is a professional freelance Capability Management
Facilitator. He lives in Belgachia, Kolkata. Mobile : 9831686913]
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sitting in the living room, and while lying in bed at night”— Mary Louise Bell in her divorce

complaint.
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“I'd hate to die twice. It's so boring.”
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FhienE FeHe ffenma men [T S ofs @ “Feynman Computing
Center” 94l 2H|

amieie Ffer Tm i @ T2, Symphony, bafha 2o (odt =1 Sobb AT Shiole
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31 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard — Feynman

3| & AfeF @z (936 qget - VC Hal-l)

9| Feynman Lectures on Physics - Penguin Publishers

8| fefisTaies - FATe AgieT - @er ARt

[@14F Sovod oied Ta #Aidf SEIAIET @) e Gt I$TE ~AfR5was FaFET IR wL@ FHaw |
(NFZE ¢ 9432601213]

Be a Good Hindu. Be a Good Muslim.

“The Christian is not to become a Hindu
or a Buddhist, nor a Hindu or a Buddhist
to become a Christian. But each must
assimilate the spirit of the others and yet
preserve his individuality and grow
according to his own law of growth”

- Swami Vivekananda
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Alumni Association Executive Committe : 2015-17

Designation
President :

Vice Presidents
General Secretary
Joint Secretaries
Assistant Secretaries
Treasurer

Assistant Treasurer
Magazine Secretary
Cultural Secretaries

Webmasters

Members

Swami Putananda
Chief Parton
Name
Dr. Tapendro Mullick
Samir Kumar Payne
Dr. Partha Banerjee
Dr. Dinabandhu Kundu
Sanjay Chattopadhyay
Rana Sengupta
Anindyasundar Ghosh
Satyajit Raychaudhuri
Subhasis Mondal
Dhrubajyoti Konar
Subhas Chowdhuri
Jyotirindra Dhar Chowhury
Debasis Ghosh 2
Jayanta Bhattacharya
Nilanjan Bhattacharya
Chirantan Kundu
Indrajit Raychaudhuri
Dr. Dhruba Marjit
Partha Chatterjee
Dipak Adhikary
Subhas Chatterjee
Pranab Mahato
Siddhartha Dutta
Banibrata Nayek
Arindam Bhattacharya
Riju Basu

Dr. Bisanka Biswas

Batch
1973
1966
1977
1980
1988
1983
1985
1995
2002
2007
1966
1973
1985
1971
1989
1988
1992
1961
1961
1966
1975
1977
1982
1986
1987
1992
1993
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MERIT LIST
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Year

1963
1964
1965

1966

1967

1968

1969

1970

1971

1972

1973

1974

MERIT LIST OF BOARD EXAMINATIONS

HIGHER SECONDARY (OLD) EXAMINATION

Scholars

Tapomay Sanyal
Tapan Kumar Das

Goutam Chakrabarti
Anupam Mazumdar

Utpalendu Mazumdar
Chandan Sen

Tapan Kumar Goswami
Dilip Banerjee

Kaliprasanna Dhara
Aloke Kumar Sarkar
Utpal Chakrabarti

Gourhari Ray
Nirmalendu Das

Pranab Kr. Bandyopadhyay
Nimai Nandi
Bhabanicharan Mahato
Susanta Kr. Pal

Bhaskar Sen

Anis Das

Soumitra Bandyopadhyay
Tapan Kr. Das

Jayanta Biswas
Soumya Mitra

Goutam De
Amitava Bandyopadhyay
Aswini Kundu

Pradip Mallick
Malay Bandyopadhyay

Parthapratim Biswas
Sandip Pal

Groups

Technical
Agriculture

Technical
Agriculture

Technical
Technical
Technical
Agriculture

Science & General
Technical
Fine Arts

Technical
Fine Arts

Technical
Technical
Technical
Technical
Agriculture
Agriculture

Agriculture
Fine Arts

Agriculture
Agriculture

Technical
Technical
Agriculture

Technical
Agriculture

Agriculture
Agriculture
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Positions

6th
8th

4th
5th

6th
8th
10th
3rd

4th
7th
1st

3rd
1st

2nd
4th
7th
10th
2nd
8th

2nd
2nd

4th
5th

1st
2nd
4th

7th
1st

1st
6th



Bikash Chandra Sinha Mahapatra Agriculture 7th

Prafulla Dasgupta Fine Arts 1st
S. Anil Kr. Singh Fine Arts 2nd
Tapas Kanti Mukhopadhyay Technical 3rd
Subrata Ghosh Technical 8th
1975 Goutam Basu Technical 1st
Anirban Dutta Technical 2nd
Goutam Ghosh Technical 4th
1976 Ambarnath Ghosh Humanities 3rd
Someshlal Mukherjee Humanities 10th
Debasis Dutta Technical 2nd
Sandip Chatterjee Technical 4th

MADHYAMIK EXAMINATION

1977 1985
Jayanta Madhab 6th Pinaki Ranjan Mishra
Indrajit Roy
1978 Sanjib Akuli
Sanjay Paul 4th Soumya Gupta
Vivek Dey 5th Swetopal Dasgupta
Alokenath De 8th Aman Jaiswal
Arupananda Pal 20th
1986
1981 Agnimitra Biswas
Somnath Mishra 3rd Anirban Kundu
Arupratan Daripa 8th Tridip Roy
Siddhartha Guharay 11th Manas Dutta
Subrata Sar 19th
1987
1982 Prabir Kr. Mitar
Shanku Mallik 2nd Somnath Ghosh
Pushan Bharadwaj 6th Sasanka S. Mondal
Jayanta Dey 11th Samik Bandyopadhyay
Sanijit Sinha
1983
Amitabha Patra 7th 1988
Prasun Kr. Sounda
1984 Saswata Mishra
Manojit Sengupta 1st Pranab Mukherjee
Partha Kumar Roy 4th Prantik Sinha
Suman Mallik 8th Sujit Mukhopadhyay
Amithabha Das 17th
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4th

10th
11th
13th
15th
20th

2nd
7th
14th
19th

2nd
6th
7th
10th
11th

7th

11th
16th
17th
19th



1989

Sandip Singha Ray
Jay Prakash Somani
Krishna Kr. Kedia
Rudra S. Bandhu
Atanu Bhattacharya

1990

Sumanta Tewari

Raja Mukhopadhyay
Saubhik Mandal

Saikat Mukhopadhyay
Kankan Chattopadhyay

1991

Indranil Bandyopadhyay
Subhrajit Das

Pranabijit Mahato

Amlan Samanta
Soumya Sengupta
Manas Dutta

1992

Anjan Roy
Subhasis Saha
Kamlesh Kumar
Joysurya Basu
Prasenijit Banerjee
Bhaskar Saha
Pallab Kr. Roy

1993

Sagnik De

Samik Metia

Nilangshuk Halder
Saunak Chatterjee
Debnath Rana
Dibyanarayan Chatterjee
Anirban Basu

Somnath Mukherjee
Nirmalya Acharya

2nd
5th
11th
15th
15th

1st
2nd
3rd
4th
6th

1st
3rd
6th
7th
14th
19th

1st

9th

11th
14th
18th
18th
18th

2nd
3rd
6th
7th
9th
10th
11th
12th
17th

1994
Biswaijit De
Anirban Chakraborty

1995
Santanu Kar
Atanu Mukherjee

1996

Bibhas Chakraborty
Sounak Sinha
Siddhartha Saha
Tamnoy Mukherjee
Tias Thakur
Anirban Basu

1997
Arindraijit Chowdhuri

2000
Abon Chaudhuri

2002
Ayan Das

2013
Abhik Halder

2014
Rupak Kumar Thakur
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6th
14th

9th
13th

4th

10th
10th
14th
14th
11th

11th

8th

9th

7th

10th



Higher Secondary

2002 (H.S.) Abon Chowdhuri

2017 (H.S.) Manisankar Mahato

SUCCESSFUL STUDENTS IN COMPETITIVE EXAMINATIONS

2002 Rudraprasad Acharya
2004 Suddhasheel Roy
Abhishek Sinha

Arghya Mandal

2005 Milind Jha

Gourav Bhattacharya
Arunava Chatterjee

(Source .- Vidyapith Library & result-sheets issued by the Vidyapith)

OUR PRIDE : THOSE WHO EMBRACED MONASTIC LIFE

Swami Gautameshananda
Swami Sivapradananda
Swami Divyasukhananda
Swami Dhyeyananda

Swami Kaleshananda
Swami Krishnanathananda
Swami Shankhadharananda
Swami Mahavidyananda
Brahmachari Karunachaityna

Brahmachari Subhadeep

a2 © e N bk oD~
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Brahmachari Soumya

(Amiya Maharaj, H.S. 1968)
(Saikatesh Maharaj, H.S. 1976)
(Amitrasudan Maharaj, M.P. 1983)
(Sanjib Maharaj, M.P. 1985)
(Sandip Maharaj, M.P. 1989)
(Debanjan Maharaj, M.P. 1990)
(Suman Maharaj, M.P. 1994)
(Sinjan Maharaj, M.P. 2000)
(Tamonash Maharaj, H.S. 2003)
(Subhadeep Maharaj, H.S. 2009)
(Soumya Maharaj, H.S. 2009)
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How Social Media changed us to work for the
Community : An experience of 1985 Batch

Anjit Upadhyay
Madhyamik, 1985

1985 Batch — we have been known to doing things differently for quite some time. During
madhyanik pariksha when everybody should be busy delving into the voluminous books
and notes, we had been organizing hall meetings, moving around in a single file to dining
hall, prayer hall to make our 'presence felt' or to finalise ways to be united after this 7 year
sojourn ends.

MNext few years went in career building for most of us. Teachers at Vidyapith taught us
certain values, which we cherish till today. The values helped us in tiding over this quirky
world smoothly.

Teaming Up

We continued the camaraderie for years thereafter. Some of us met during our college
days, during our employment and at other times mostly over fun and food. But the group
continued.

With advent of Internet in 1995, first yahoo groups got formed in 1997. We were about 15-
18 people in the group. Personal meetings of those in Kolkata continued regularly in this
period. We were separated worldwide in same bond. Advent of social media things started
hotting up for 1985 batch again. Somehow we missed the bus during Orkut days. But with
coming of Facebook in 2004, the group started getting together again rapidly. By 2010, 32
of 116 of us were in a Facebook Group and started networking.
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1985 Batch — we have been known to doing things differently for quite some time. During
madhyanik pariksha when everybody should be busy delving into the voluminous books
and notes, we had been organizing hall meetings, moving around in a single file to dining
hall, prayer hall to make our ‘presence felt’ or to finalise ways to be united after this 7 year
sojourn ends.

Next few years went in career building for most of us. Teachers at Vidyapith taught us
certain values, which we cherish till today. The values helped us in tiding over this quirky
world smoothly.

Teaming Up

We continued the camaraderie for years thereafter. Some of us met during our college
days, during our employment and at other times mostly over fun and food. But the group
continued.

With advent of Internet in 1985, first yahoo groups got formed in 1997. We were about 15-
18 people in the group. Personal meetings of those in Kolkata continued regularly in this
period. We were separated worldwide in same bond. Advent of social media things started
hotting up for 1985 batch again. Somehow we missed the bus during Orkut days. But with

Puncha Nabadisha School,
a home for Sabar children
in Purulia, West Bengal,
India

Sabars, a traditionally forest-dwelling primitive tribe of India, lack experience in
agriculture, and rely on the forests for their livelihood. Having deprived of livelihood and
without alternatives, they took to criminal ways of life and branded criminal tribe by British
under Criminal Tribes Act 1871, Though some things have changed in Independent India,
much of the stigma and struggles continue. With no or little livelihood a Sabar child is
easily trafficked.

Puncha Nabadisha School' is trying to
change things. They have accommodated
100+ Sabar children aged 6-12 yearsin a
home and teaching and feeding them.

Rather than a school this can be termed as
a ‘home’ for abandoned or nearly
abandoned children. So naturally the most




Puncha Nabadisha School' is trying to change things. They have accommodated 100+
Sabar children aged 6-12 years in a home and teaching and feeding them.

Total 100+ children are enrolled
between aged 2 and 12, Sixteen of
these are tiny kids and don't go to
school, 17 inclass 1, Binclass 2, 15
inclass 3, 18inclass 4, 18inclass 5,
6 in class 6, 2 in class 7. All of them
go to just nearby primary or nearby
middle school.

Requirements for Sabar children at Puncha

Over past three years, Arup has been

able to provide shelter to these foand H::I:Ir unit
children. With some donor support | sctscnnt] W] s S ] Bt e
he has been able to build five rooms  [Rice/Staple - __ 2 $141K9 20 12320
for stay and study, providing four |Pstate 58] 0.8 771 Kg 18| 138
times meals to these children. Soyabin 55 0.2 44iKg 0| s
Pulses 55 0.3 é|Kg &0 Je0
There is immediate need for |Esss 55 3 $40{Num 46| 3028
proper sanitation facilities, |Chicken 55| 0I5 1Ky 100 3300
drinking water supply system and  |vegstabie 55 0.7 154]Kg 25| 38%0
educational infrastructure. Total 3493|
Expenses per head par month 573

However, we found feeding the
children wholesome meal regularly is
a real problem with single handed
effort. Feeding a child a basic meal
costs minimum Rs 600 per month, A
wholesome meal recommended by
WHO would be Rs 1000.

Arup had been approaching
donors and other voluntary
organisatons for support and we
thought of extending our helping
hand. We have been providing
food supplies amounting
Rs 13 thousand every month over
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Over past three years, Arup has been able to provide shelter to these children. With some
donor support he has been able to build five rooms for stay and study, providing four times
meals to these children.

There is immediate need for proper sanitation facilities, drinking water supply

Vidyasagar Shishu Sikshya Niketan, a home for tribal children in Jadugora, Ajodhya Hills.

In serene Jodugora village, atop Ajodhya hills in Purulia district of West Bengal, a young
team lead by Binod and Ramnath... has done wonders! They are running a school for local
tribals quite on their own. The school has built up class rooms, a sprawling compound, own
cattle, solar panels over years. And a zeal to give quality education at that remote place.

Vidyasagar Shishu Sikshya Niketan is running this residential school atop Ajodhya Hills in
Purulia district for tribals. This is the only residential school atop the hills. There are over
100 boarders and over 200 day scholars. This is a relatively organized school now, having
passed through most-difficult times.

We are supporting them with regular food
grants, books etc. We are providing them with
food grants worth about Rs 9 thousand per
month since last one year. There is ample land
in and around the school and we are planning
set up a sustainable poultry in this school in
next few months.
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Sarodamoni Mission, Barter

This school is about 20 km
from Purulia Town in a
rustic village near Chas
More. The school was
established in 2003 and is
operating from MNursery 1
through class 10, affiliation
is till elass VIII. The school
is run b rybody over here.
Mamoni is a Mathematics
graduate herself.

We found that the campus is fairly organized over the years and has a sprawling
compound spread over a bigha of land. There is about 20% greenery and good amount of
vegetables are produced locally. About 350 students in the 12 classes with higher number
at the lower sections petering to just 4 in class X. Of these 55 stay at hostels and rest come
from a periphery of about 10 km. Among the boarders 18 are orphans whose entire

responsibility is undertaken by the school.




There are about 25 full time staff including 7 lady teachers for classes till 5, 9 more
teachers for higher sections 2 cooks, 2 managerial staff and 5 sundry other staff.The
attendance is over 85% everyday. 4 meals are supplied every day.

Total collection is about 16.5 lakhs and expense about 20 lakhs per year. So there is a cash
deficit of 4-5 lakhs per year. This is met by gap funding mainly from donors in kind and cash
and the developmental expenses are met by project funding.

The main asset of the school is ‘Mamoni’ herself who is quite energetic, well-read, with
good amount of dedication and zeal. She is quite a speaker herself and is marketing savvy
and has commendable managerial capacity which has resulted in getting this school
organized in this 13 years.

We found there is a problem of students in keeping their books and belongings, so we
provided 5 book shelves with 30 lockers each. Later, we supported them with books to
augment their library.

Mission Continues

Over 50 of 116 of us are now connected: our effort continues to network all of us. Most of us
are nearing 50 years of age and we plan to do something to bring positive change in next
20-30 years of our life. We also look forward to your support.

Donate generously.

Ramakrishna Mission Vidyapith Purulia 1985 Batch,

BankA/C: 002601000113489 of Bank of Baroda, Brabourne Road Branch, IFSC
CODE: BARBOBRABOU

Website: www.rkmvp85.in

[Author is a Software Architect running his own company Poligon Initiative since 2000. He
is also a Political Consultant advising lawmakers worldwide on using social media to bring
positive change. He was also special correspondent, Delhi Bureau of 'Ganashakti’
newspaper from 1990-1997. He lives in Abhisikta, near Rubi Hospital, Kolkata.]
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Our Belief

All of us believe that we are fortunate to get better opportunities
in life and we feel that our moral responsibility is to give back to
the socicty by helping the underprivileged.

Our Purpose

To invest some of our time, money and expertise to stand by the
people who need our support.

Our focus is 1o provide education, healthcare and a decent life 1o
the unprivileged kids, Our primary area of work is 1o educate and
enable first generation learners.

Our Vision

“Educate and Enable 1,000 first generation learners by 2022

By educating and enabling *first generation learners” from under-
privileged sections of the society, we believe that we are
imbibing the values preached by the great Swami Vivekananda:
“The only service fo be done for them ix to give them education,
to develop their fost individuality — they are to be given ideas;
their eves are to be opened..., and then they will work our their
ovim salvation. ™

All of pur members are working professionals and Tapassya is
running for last 10 years mainty on membership contributions.
With all humility we can say we are an NGO with ZERO
administrative costs. Our volunteering hours are our happiest
hours. We employ full time teachers and wardens and form
partmership with Jocal NGOs for running the centres. Tapassya
members regularly visit these centres to work and monitor the
overall quality,

QOur dream is to expand the Joynagar centre (o provide effective
education to more children to stand up on their own feet. In order
to bridge the knowledge gap due to Iate start for most of these
children, we realize the need to move beyond traditional one-
size-fits-all model towards more personalized and practical-
oriented education. We have the necessary land to scale up to a
300 students campus over next 5 vears. However, we need
support to build the infrastructure and sustain the growth, as this
i5s bevond the collective financial capacity of our fellow
members.
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4 of our graduate
students employed in

3 girls centinuing
graduation since th
joined us in Class IX

1 girl pursuing
B.A.LL.B (H) under CU

4 students pursuing
10+2 Vocational
(Electrical and
Automobile) at RK
Missio
Centre, Narendrapur.
7 students passed

Secondary Exam in
2017

10 students to
appear for Secondary
Exam in 2018

36 boys and 16 girls
are being educated in
cla | to Xl

2 buildings

(TAPASSYA Bhavan)

constructed o house

the children in
/gunge

loynagar centres




Qur Current Initiatives

Hatpara Vivek Seva Niketan (Joynagar, South 24 Parganas)

23 boys & girls between 6 - 15 years
of age.

Day-care centre with two meals, tuition
classes in the morning and evening.

Music, Drawing and Gymnastic
training under professional
instructors.

Medical check-up camps for
villagers and distribution of clothes,
blankets and books on occasions.

Vocational training workshops for
villagers under guidance of APC
Polytechnic, Jadavpur (under MHRD,
Govt. of India)

+ Fully Residential Setup with 19 students between 6 - 15 years « Resident
house brothers to look after the wellbeing of the kids for 24X7 « Tutors
and special coaching outside school hours « Music and Drawing classes
under able guidance » Medical insurance for all students « Computer facility

» Indoor and Outdoor games
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Nivedita Home (Karkai Ramakrishna Vivekananda Seva Pratisthan)

Day Care Centre providing all four
meals and education to needy girls.

These girls come early morning in the

centre, attend school, attend
special tuition both in the morning
and evening here and they go home
after dinner at night.

Other Actlwtles

AGOMONT

MEDICAL SUPPORT

DISASTER RELIEF

Annual Dress Distribution Drive

in remote villages of West Bengal - distributing
warm clothes, blankets, sarees etc. every year during
the winters.

Tapassya conducts fund raising drive to provide
financial support to critical ilinesses

Supporting 2 dialysis patients financially for
last 5 yrs.

Members of TAPASSYA actively participate in relief
operations along with local bodies in affected areas to
provide food. clothes etc. In the recent Bengal flood,
Tapassya distributed relief materials to 445 families in
Ghatal & 483 families in Gangarampur, North Bengal

These funds are raised on ad hoc basis apart from our regular needs.

JOIN us (@ www.tapassya.org
() & :+91 98301 72447, +91 98319 26108; _ : contact@tapassya.org

Contribute (@

Nabadiganta Tapassya Foundation (PAN: AABAN6420D)
Ale No: 00221450000025, MICR: 700240005 , IFSC: HDFC0000022
Bank Name: H.D.F.C. BANK LTD, GOLPARK., KOLKATA, INDIA

All donations (only in INR) are exempted w's 80G of Income Tax Act, 1961,

[ Tapassya is an initiative of Shri Atanu Bhattacharya of 1989 Batch ]
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Ramakrishna Mission Vidyapith
—What it is

Swami gadbhavananda

What it is.

The Institution is a residential Brahmacharya Vidyalaya for the boys and is conducted
by the monks of the Ramakrishna Order under the direct control and guidance of the autho-
ritics of the Ramakrishna Mission.

li= Special features,

Living in touch with Sannyasins, the boys breathe here an atmosphere of sacrifice and
purity. The habit of self-help which strengthens the character of a man and makes him fit for
the struggle of life is also carefully cultivated in the boys. By locating the School at a healthy
place and by giving boys proper physical training the institution aims at the improvement of
their health. In short, it affords to its boys secular culture based on spirituality.

Imtroduction.

Through the grace of the All-merciful Father the Vidyapith has passed through the first
period of jts existence and we beg with pleasure to place before its supporters, sympathisers
2nd well-wishers an account of its workings during that period.

But kefore we do so it would perhaps be worthwhile to say a few words about the
Btory of its origin and growth, Tt was His Holiness Swami Turianandaji Maharaj, a direct
dusciple of Bhagavan Sree Ramakrishnadeva, who first thrust inte our heads the idea of starting
+ residential school and repeatedly roused our reluctant spirit with his enthusiastic and fery
words to tuke up the problem of national education.  In fact the little success that has been
schieved is due to his blessings.

Thus encouraged by the late Swami Turiyanandaji Maharaj, two monks of the Belur
Samakrishna Math with two other workers engaged a small house at Mihijam carly in 1922
with a view to found a residential school there.  Subscquently, in May of that year three day-
wholars were admitted at first and the workers commenced work with a hopeful heart to give
| oot to their idea.  But coming down to the ficld of action they found themselves surrounded
| wah diflicultics of insermountable character.  For, besides the promised sum for the monthly
| seat of the house there was no provision for their maintenance and the initial expenditure of
| e school.  Consequently, a hard struggle for existence ensured.  The workers did not know
what 1o eat the next day, how to clothe themselves, how to equip the school and even how to
| Bkt the dark rooms at night. They being monks had no means of obtaining the daily
| mecessaries of life. They had therefore to fag for all these.  Sometimes in quest of food they
| mad 1o roam about the whole day in the scorching heat of the summer sum, This was how the
| Vidyapith was ushered into existence.

After eight months of hard work the institution was brought Lo a raiher steady state of
| ewistence.  There were twelve residential students on the roll and six teachers on the stafl, and




the small house in which the school was started could no longer hold them all.  So a need for
its expansion was keenly felt and it had to be removed to a more spacious building at Deoghar
in January 1923, where it now stands.

It will thus be seen that the workers had to work silently and patiently in the face of
serious financial embarrasment and various other unforeseen difficulties from the very begin-
ning, until the Institulion came into its present condition. So the Institution has passed
through severe trials and various stages of development, and has now reached through the
sympathy and co-operation of the kind-hearted public a stage where there can be no question
43 to its indispensability and importance.

Need for a Residential School of this Type.

Man-making education is the greatest need of the day. All thoughtful persons now
admit that there is no possibility of solid and permanent improvement and progress of this
country unless the educational problem of the nation be solved and until the education of
our youths be based on a sound man-making principle. None can deny that the boys are the
best assets of nation and that they play the most important part in moulding its destiny.

They are the future poets, artists, scholars, scientists, statesmen, patriots, saints, and
prophets. Hence the question of imparting a right and healthy type of education to our
boys, should receive our best and special attention.

Its Object.

It was with a view to solve this momentous problem that the Vidyapith was brought
into existence. Its object is to evolve an all-round system of man-making education which
consists in the harmonious development of the head, hand and heart of the boys. It thus
aims at so bringing up the young as to draw out all that is best in them and thereby to
produce men who will be efficient in body and mind, possessed of strong moral character and
thus prove valuable members of the society and the nation. [tis an attempt to develop a
stronger nation in whose life the scientific culture of the West may go hand in hand with the
spiritual vision of the East. In short, it desires to make its alumni fit to discharge their duties
in the present conditions of the modern Indian life.

Its Method.

The method of training followed in this Institution mainly consists in helping the boys
to attain to their natural growth in body and mind. The teacher does not farce anything on
them but by making suggestions stimulates and guides the process. He by leading a life of
purity tries to create such an atmosphere around himself that the boys coming in contact with
him may be unconsciously led to avoid all evil ways and live a holy and blissful life. Cons-
tant endeavour is made by advice and example to arouse in them a spirit of self-help.
self-reliance and regard for the dignity of labour. The boys are seldom made to feel that
any restraint is put on them. The Institution desires to keep the boys in touch with their
ancient religious ideals and cultural traditions which should be the nucleus of their growth ;
and thus to preserve and strengthen their national individuality. The method implies among
other things and intimate knowledge of the needs and capacities of each boy, absence ol
coercive measures, and adherence to the principle of loving co-operation between the teacher




and the taught. In the lower classes the modern methods of teaching by Kindergarten
system, dircet method, oral teaching through interesting conversation in the boys’ own
vernacular and instructions with amusement are employed.

Curriculum.

The course of training may be broadly divided under the following heads :—

(1) Physical (2} Intellectual (3) Practical (4) Aesthetic (5) Moral (6) Religious.

(1) Physical training :—All boys are encouraged to follow the elementary rules of
hygiene and to take part in drill and outdoor games. The older boys take other forms of
physical exercize in addition.

(2) Intellectual training :—The course of study comprises the following subjects :—
(a) Bengali (h) Sanskrit (c) English (4) Mathematics (¢) Geography ( f') History (g) Domes-
tic hygiene () Elementary Science (i) Drawing and () MNature study. The secular side of
the curriculum has been so framed at present that a boy if he wishes may appear in future at
the Matriculation examination of the Calcutta University.

Object of intelleciual fraining :—Instruction is not education the one implying a building
wpon from without and the other a leading forth from within. Education is connected
with the growth of faculty. Faculty must come first ; otherwise the information received
canmot be turncd into proper account., It will run undigested in one's brain all through one's
Efe making one quite unfit for the struggle for existence. Therefore the object of the intellec-

fmal iraining is to arouse and develop the mental faculties first and then to supply the boys
with varied information on different sobjects. Instead of teaching the subjects in a mere
abstract way, having no bearing on life and thus thrusting into boys’ head a mass of informa-
tion, the system inculcated here aims at eliciting and training the boys® faculties ; so that
they may grow from within and be able to assimilate the ideas imparted to them and to
exercise and control their mental powers to the fullest extent.

(3) Practical training :—At present the boys are trained in needle work, paper cutting,

- paper folding, gardening and in ordinary household works.  The authoritics of the Institution
mtend in future to introduce other types of hand-work and vocational training,

{4}  Aesthetic training :(— A systematic effort is made to develop in them a taste for the
Beauties of nature, cleanliness, music and painting.

(5) Moral training :—Care is taken to see that the boys may learn to value and
gractise truthfulness, obedicnce, unselfishness, simplicity and other noble qualities that go to
form a sterling character.  Attempt is made to call up within them a love for the ideal so
that they may put forth voluntary efforts to grow up to it

(6) Religious training :—Attention is devotcd to this side of the training, so that the
Boys may carly imbite a faith in God and also in their innate Divinity. There is a prayer-
room attached to the Vidyapith where the boys meet together twice a day, for reciting stotras
and singing religious songs.

{ Reprinted from Golden Jubilee Souvenir, Deoghar Vidyapith. )




Idea of Gurugrihavasa
and Its Implementation
in Modern Education

Swami Hiranmayananda

The defects of the Present System

The edueational system that was introduced into India sometime after the conquest of
the country by the British was a graft of the English educational system prevailing at that
time in England.  The graft did not thrive well on the foreign soil because it lacked the aim
and objective which used to fertilisc it in its native land.  Macaulay wrole the Minutes which
formed the basis of official educational policy of the British Government in India. And
Macaulay in his Minutes clearly stated that we must “‘at present do our best to form a class
who may be interpreters between us and the millions whom we govern, a class of persons
I=dian in blood and colour but English in tastes, in opinions, in morals and in intellect™,
%o, the aim of the education that the British Government inculcated was in the language of
the Mudaliar Commission as follows :

«The education imparted in these schools became a passport for entrance into Govern-
ment sorvices.  This was mainly due to the Proclamation isswed by Lord Hardinge in 18544
#hat for service in public offices preference should be given to those who were educated in
Eazlish Schools™.

Mow, an education that has such a limited objective and a purely utilitarian aim is
sere to stultify itsell. This is what has actually happened since English education was
meroduced in India in 1835, Though Commissions and Committees Jooked inte the defects
of the system from time to time, vet the picture remained very nearly the same.  According
2o the Mudaliar Commission the following are the basic short-comings and defects of the
gresent Secondary Schools which are also valid for other educational institutions ;

(1) *“the education given in our school is isolated from life".

{2) “itis narrow and one-sided and fails to train the whole personality of the
sdent”.

{3} “Education was given until recently in English, a foreign language. [If a student

| @ not fare well in English he cou'd neither pass the School Final Examination nor find any

post in Government Service. The other subjects, which were psychologically and socially
Emportant or congenial were not given greater attention®.

(4) *the methods of teaching gencrally practised failed to develop in the students
| =her independence of thought or initiative in action. It is a matter of common complaint
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that lessons are imparted in a mechanical way giving information which is reluctantly
memorized by the students”.

(5) +the increase in the size of classes has considerably reduced personal contact
between teachers and pupils. Thus the training of character and inculcation of proper
discipline have been seriously undermined”.

(6) “the dead weight of the examination has tended to curb the teachers’ initiative, to
stereotype the curriculum, to promote mechanical and lifeless methods of teaching, to
discourage all spirit of experimentation and to place the stress on wrong or unimportant
things in education”.

Such then is the gloomy and dismal picture of our educational life. And many
Coammittees and Commissions appointed even after the achievement of independence have
failed to brighten up the situation. Because the reforms suggested by them have heen
superficial and piece-meal what is needed, however, is a restatement of the aims and ideals
of education, revolution of its methods and a radical change of the approach to the problem.

In the context of these considerations we want to invoke the great personality of
Swami Vivekananda. Swami Vivekananda was not merely a spiritual teacher but his vast
intellect could scan all our national problems and throw on them the floodlight of his radiant
mind which could resolve the darkness of ignorance underlying them. Swami Vivekananda
in studying the problems of Indian national fife could se¢ the immense ignorance that the
peaple of India were steeped in.  And he could easily make out that the main reason of our
degradation was lack of education. He says, “Education, education, education alone!
Travelling through many cities of Europe and observing in them the comforts and education
of even the poor people there was brought to my mind the state of our own people and [ used
to shed tears.  'What made the difference 7 Education was the answer [ gol” %, But Swami
Vivekananda was conscious of the defects of the prevailing system of Education. He has to
say the following regarding present education system : (1) ©It is almost wholly one of
defects.  Why it is nothing but a perfect machine for turning out clerks”. *

(2) ““We have had a negative education all along from our boyhood. We have only
learnt that we are nobodies.  Seldom are we given Lo understand that great men were ever
horn in our country. Nothing positive has been taught to us. We do not even know how
to uce our hands and feet™. * !

(3) “Our pedagogues are making parrots of our boys and ruining their brains by
cramming a lot of subjects into them * * Goodness gracious ! What a fuss and fury about
graduating and after a few days all cooled down. * * * It would be better if the people got
a little technical education so that they might find work and earn their bread instead of
dawdling about and crying for service™, *

1. Complere Works Yol. 1V P. 483 2 Complete Works vol, ¥V P. 365 3. Ibin P. 332
4. Complete Works Vol v P, 3as
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{4) “Is that education, as a result of which the will being continuously chocked by
force through generations is now well-nigh killed out ; under whose sway, why mention new
ideas, even the old ones are disappearing one by one—is that education which is slowly
making man a machine 7" &

(5)  “Well, you consider a man as educated if only he can pass some examinations and
deliver good lectures.  The education which does not help the common mass of people to
equip themselves for the struggle for life, which does not bring out strength of character,
a spirit of philanthropy, and the courage of a lion—is it worth the name 7 ®

If we go through the above discussion carefully we will be impressed by the [act that
5o long ago as in the last decade of the nineteenth century when people were enamoured of
the prevalent system of education Swamiji could clearly envisage underlying defects which
are in close accord with those pointed out by the Mudaliar Commission at a much later date.
Though Swamiji was never mainly concerned with pedagogy as such yet education asa
national problem always arrested his thought. And his observations on education were
always revealing so much so that Sister Wivedita in one place remarks “With regard to the
details of his educational suggestions, their pedagogic soundness had always been startling
to me”, ¥ i

But one will not be very much startled if one remembers the fact that Swamiji at the
end of his spiritual quest had found the key to life. This had made him a guru, spiritual
teacher of the whole humanity. ™o door of human life remained closed or barred to him,
He was the Yugacharya, the teacher of the new era. 5o he could not only find out the
defects of the educational system in vogue but clearly and unmistakably enunciate and
formulate a new syst:m-—a system which will not only solve the educational problems of
India alone but of the whole world.

The philosophical foundation

Aldous Huxley has said “Men live in accordance with their philosophy of life, their
conception of the world. This is true even of the most thoughtless. It is impossible to live
without a metaphysic. The choice that is given us is not between some kind of metaphysic
and no metaphysic ; it is always between a good metaphysic and a bad metaphysic™. ®
Hence as Eduwcation is the art for the preparation for life it cannot be divorced from the
philosophy of life.  As Professor Dewey puts it, “If we are willing to conceive education as
the process of forming fundamental dispositions, intellectual and emotional toward nature
2ad fellowmen, philosophy may be defined as the general theory of education or education
in its most general term or generalized theory of education™. #

If we read the history of educational movement in Europe from the eighteenth century
we shall fiind that educational theories of Rousseau, Kant, Pestalozzi, Herbart, Spencer and
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Frochel have been imbued by the particular brand of philosophy they adhered to and
subscribed. 'When Rousseaun wrote “whatever comes from the hand of the author of nature
is good and evervthing gets defiled in contact with man™. '* With Rousseau the state of
nature was the ideal state and so in education he did not advocate interference with nature
and advocated individualism, similarly with other educationists mentioned above. With
Hegel because of his absolute idealism ‘everyone existed for the state’. 5o, according to him
the state has the absolute right to determine who shall be taught, how they shall be taught
and what they shall be taught. When we take up the education system of Granville Stanley
Hall and John Dewey we find that +The starting point of their educational thought is the
doctrine of evelution as applied in child-study and the philosophy of both men is, broadly
speaking, pragmatic in its insistence on the subordination of intellect to practical ends”. !
But western philosophy based as it has never been on experiential ground......on verifiability
of its doctrines—has always been unequal to the task of solving life’s problems. But Indian
philosophy has always been rooted in realisation of the verities that it adumbrated. A
philosophical truth incapable of verification......anubhuti......has always been held to be
inconsequential and inane. That is why western philosophy and educational theories
based on them have never been related to life. They have been subservient to political,
social and economic conditions. The western education wavers between individualism of the
democratic countries and absolutistic indoctrination of the socialistic bloc. So, thinkers like
Aldous Huxley says “The time has now come when we must ask in what precisely a good
education consist™, 1%

Regarding this Swami Vivekananda says “The use of higher education is to find out
how to solve the problems of life™ and he further goes on to add “and this is what is engaging
the profound thought of the modern civilised world, but it was solved in our country
thousands of years ago™. '? It could be solved because in India that philosophical truth was
realised which solves all problems of life,

Rafore we undertake any discussion of this philosophy we shall do well to understand
the formative influence that went to the determining of Swami Vivckanandas vision.
Regarding this Sister Nivedita says “There can be no doubt that the formative influences in
his life were three fold”, First, his education in English and Sanskrit literature, secondly, the
great personality of his Guru, illustrating and authenticating that life which formed the theme
of all the saered writings and thirdly, as [ would maintain, his personal knowledge of India
and the Indian peoples, as an immense religious organism, of which his Master himself with
all his greatness had been only, as it were, the personification and utterance™. ** To these I
shall add the fourth : his own spiritual experiences culminating in the Nirvikalpa Samadhi at
Cossipore. Of course, in the life of his Master which was an epitome of the Indian
achievements in philosophy and religion Swami Vivekananda found the key to life.  Because
swhere was one to whom Samadhi was a constant mode of knowledge. Every hour saw the
swing of the mind from the many to the one. Every moment heard the utterance of wisdom
gathered superconsciously™. '* In studying this life and following it Swami Vivekananda
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could not only attain the knowledge but also learnt about the method to acquire it. By
following this method, he found that “he who was thus the living embodiment of books, was
<0 unconsciously for he had read none of them™. '#

But more about it later. Mow, what was the knowledge that was revealed to Sri
Ramakrishna in Samadhi. Swami Vivekananda says on this subject as follows.

(1) “It was given to me to live with a man who was as ardent an Advaitist, as ardent
2 Bhakta as Jnani. And living with this man first put it into my head to understand the
Upanishads and the texts of the Scriptures from an independent and better basis than by
Blindly followirg the commentators ; and in my opinion, and in my researches I came to the
conclusion, that these texts are not all contradictory. = But the one fact I found is, that in
all the Upanishads, they begin with Dualistic ideas, with worship and all that, and end with
2 grand flourish of Advaitic ideas”. 7

(2) “Therefore, I now find, in the light of this man’s life that the Dualist and the
Advaitist need not fight each other ; cach has a place, and a great place in national life, the
Dualist must remain, for he is as much part and parcel, of the national religious life as the
Advaitist, one cannot exist without the other ; one is the fulfilment of the other™, 1#®

(3) *“We have seen how in the whole of this universe there is but One Existence and
that One Existence when seen through the senses is called the world, the world of matter, *

There is but one Being which the ignorant call the world. When a man goes higher in
kmowledge he calls the very same Being—the world of thought. Again, when knowledge itsell
comes, all illusions vanish, and man finds- it is all nothing but Atman. I am that One
Existence. This is the last conclusion™. ¥

In the light of the above discussion it is apparent that Swami Vivekananda held that
Advaita realisation was the acme of man's quest for spiritual life, though he did not deny the
walidity of other realisations. As he says “Man is not travelling from error to truth but
chmbing up from truth to truth that is higher™.* Or in the language of Sister Nivedita “It
=ust never be forgotten that it was Swami Vivekananda who, while proclaiming the sovereignty
of the Advaita Philosophy, as including that experience in which all is one, without a second,
aleo added to Hinduism the doctrine that Dwvaita, Visishtadvaita, and Advaita are but three
shases or stages in a single development of which the last-named constitutes the goal. This
& part and parcel of the still greater and more simple doctrine that the many and the One
are the same Reality, perceived by the mind at different time and in different attitudes™. *0

This Advaita Vedanta, till the advent of Swami Vivekananda, was thought to be meant
for only a handful few. It was like the cternal snow on the pinnacle of personal realisation
of a few to be gazed at from afar and admired, It never thawed and melted into a flowing
stream irrigating and drenching the parched soil of social life. It was Swami Vivekananda's
contribution to Indian spiritual life to bridge the hiatus between individual achievement and
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social need. Says-he, “We must prove the truth of pure Advaitism in  practical: life.
Shankara left this Advaita philosophy in the hills and forests, while I have come. to bring it
out of those places and scatter it broadcast before the  work-a-day world and society.« The
lion-roar of Advaita must resound in every hearth and home, in meadows and groves, over
hills and plains™, *?

And what distinctive merit will this philosophy have on individuals and society 7

Swami Vivekananda says “What a mine of strength is in this' Impersonal God, when
all superstitions have been thrown gverboard and man stands on his feet with the knowledge—
I am the impersonal Being of the world ! What can make me afraid ? T care not even for
nature's laws. Death is a joke to me. Man stands on the glory of his own soul, the
infinite, the eternal, the deathless—that soul which no instruments can pierce, which no air
can dry, nor fire burn, no water melt, the infinite, the birthless, the deathless. without
beginning and without end, before whose magnitude the suns and moons and all their
systems appear like drops in the ocean, before whose glory space melts away into nothingness,
and time vanishes into mon-cxistence. This glorious soul we must believe in.  OQut of that
will come power. Whatever you think, that you will be.  If you think yourselves weak, weak
you will be ; if you think yourselves strong, strong you will be; il you think yourselves
impure, impure you will be ; if you think yourselves pure, pure you will be, This teaches us
not to think ourselves as weak, but as strong, omnipotent, omniscient. No matter I have not
expressed it yet, it is in me. All knowledge is in me, all power, all purity, and all freedom.

Why cannot I express this knowledge 7 Because I do not believe init.  Let me believe in it
and it must and will come out. This is what the idea of the Impersonal teaches™. **

So, this is the grand idea which forms the bed-rock of Swami Vivekananda's philosophy
of life. This is the charter of Enfranchisement which he has drawn up not only for the
Hindus alone but for the whole world. To realise the unity of the whole universe in our
empirical and transcendental experience is the aim and end of Swami Vivekananda's outlook
of life. As a natural corrolary from this philosophical standpoint follows what has been
stated by Sister Nivedita: “This is the realisation which makes Vivekananda the great
preacher of Karma, not as divorced from, but as expressing Jnanam, and Bhakti. To him,
the workshop, the study, the farmyard and the field, are as true and fit scenes for the meeting
of God with man, as the cell of the monk, or the door of the temple. To him, there is no
difference between service of man and worship of God, between true righteousness and
spirituality.  All his words, from one .point of view, read as commentary upon this central
conviction. *“Art, Science and Religion™, he sdid. onee *are but three different ways of
expressing a single truth. But in order to understand this we must have the theory of the
ﬁd.vﬂim"- k3]

’ What is the pedagogic significance of this philosophy ? In the Words of Swami
Vivekananda “The only ism that we require now is this wonderful idea of the soul--its
eternal might, its cternal strength, its eternal purity, and its eternal perfection. If 1 had a
child T would from its very birth begin to tell it “Thou art the Pure One”. You have read in
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one of the Puranas that beautiful story of queen Madalasa, how as soon as she has a child
she puts her baby with her own hands in the cradle and how as the cradle rocks to and fro,
she begins to sing ; “Thou art the Pure One, the Stainless, the Mighty One, the Great One.
Ay, thereis much in that. Feel that you are great and you become great™. 24 In another
place “Make your children strong from their very childhood, teach them not weakness, nor
forms but make them strong ; let them stand on their feet—bold, all-conquering, all-suffering ;
and first of all, let them lcarn the glory of the soul”. **  So, this is the philosophical
foundation on which Swami Vivekananda wants 10 build up the grand edifice of his
educational system which will prepare men and women of the whole world to achieve the
Sgmum Bonum of human fife and existence.

The psychological Background

Rertrand Russell in his book. “On Education and Civilization” says that any serious
educational theory must consist of two parts—a conception of the ends of life and a science
of psychological dynamics, i. ¢. of the laws of mental change. ***the Science of psychology
i to consider what can be done towards realizing the purposes .or aims of education™. The
old traditional method did not take cognisance of the mind of the child, the psychological
wariations,--They were mainly concerned with what the chi'dren should do how they should
work and so on. It was Rousseau who first drew our attention to the difference in aptitude
of children. Gradually we have awakened to the fact that the *being to be educated’ must be
studied first. In this sense education has been psychologized.

But the difficulty has been that there are many schools of European psychology cach
differing from the other. There is no unanimity and naturally it s well-nigh impossible to
arrive at any truth in the midst of this medley of thought. Dr. Ballard has rightly remarked
~The votaries of the general science of psychology have split up into warring schools or sects.
Each maintains thatit is the custodian of the true faith, while all the other sects have gone
sstray like lost sheep. The behaviourist will have no traflic with the introspectionists, the
Gestalt psychologists none with the psycho-analysts. They quarrel about everything, even
about the very elements of which the object of study is composed, some maintaining that they
are static things, like the atoms of chemistry others that they are active and dynamic things—
events rather than entities, processes rather than products. In faet, we are no longer faced
with psychology but with psychologies, no longer with a pure scicnce but with a medley of
contradictory assertions and  denials. No wonder the teacher elects to leave the matter
alone™. 6 Similar view has been expressed by D.J Moxley in Encyclopacdia of Modern
Knowledge “Psychology is still a young scienge and that its theories are as yet tentative and
provisional. In other words the Mewton of psychology has not yet appeared though Freud
or Jung or Adler may perhaps be its Galileo™. Mow it will be guitz apparent that to build
up an educational syst:m upon theories which are tentative and provisional will mean that
the system also will be tentative and provisional.

Way more, the educational systems based as they are on incorrect psychologies
prescribe play and play-way et as the methed of teaching, These paths of least resistance
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fail to train the will and personality of the educant. Aldous Huxley rightly remarks :
“Psychology has its Gresham's Law, its bad money drives out the good. Most people tend
to perform the actions that require least effort, to think the thoughts that are the easiest, to
feel the emotions that are most valgarly commonplace, to give rein to the desires that are
most nearly animal. And they will tend to do this even if they possess the knowledge and
skill to do otherwise. Along with the necessary knowledge and skill must be given the will to
use them, even under the pressure of incessant temptation to take the line of least resistance
and become an adict to psychological drugs. Mostly, people will not wish to resist these
temptations unless they have a coherent philosophy of life, which makes it reasonable and right
for them to do so, and unless they know some technigue by means of which they can be sure
of giving practical effect to their good intentions™. **

If we read the above discussion carefully we find that Western psychology is not an
infallible guide for the training of the mind which education means. As Swami Vivekananda
says ; “The idea of psychology in the west is very much degraded”. **

The study of psychology in the west does not help us to control our mind. We can
not free ourselves from the tentacles of our senses. “We are slaves to ourselves and to others.
Deep down in our subconscious mind are stored up all the thoughts and acts of the past, not
only of this life, but of all other lives we have lived. This great boundless ocean of subjective
mindisf‘ullnfaﬂth:ﬂmu,glm and actions of the past. Each one of these is striving to be
recognised, pushing outward for expression, surging wave after wave, out upon the objective
mind, the conscious mind. These thoughts, the stored-up energy, we take for natural desires,
talents ete. It iz because we do mot realise their frue origin, we obey them blindly,
unquestioningly, and slavery, the most helpless kind of slavery, is the result, we call ourselves
free. Free 1 we who cannot, for a moment, govern our own minds, nay, cannot hold our
mind on & subject, focus it on a point to the exclusion of everything clse, for a moment !
yet we call ourselves free™. #*

But Indian psychology “teaches us to hold in check the wild gyrations of the mind,
place it under the control of the will and thus free ourselves from its tyrannous mandates.
Psychology is therefore that science of sciences, without which all sciences and all other
knowledge are worthless™. *°

Swami Vivekananda’s approach to Psychology was based on the systems of Sankhya,
Yoga and Vedanta. But on these he focused the searchlight of his master-mind and reinter-
preted the theories in terms of modern science. Tt 15 astonishing that at a time when Freud had
hardly formulated his theory of the unconscious, Swamiji had clearly and unmistakably
spoken not only about the conscious or the subconscious but the superconscious also.
Swami Vivekananda says : w(Cpneciousness is a mere film belween two oceans, the subcons-
cious and the superconscious™. Ia another place he remarks: “What doss consciousness
matter | Why it is nothing as compared with the unfathomable depths of the subconscious
and the heights of the superconscious I 1
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Freud at a later date spoke about the unconscious of constituting the greater portion
of the mind. But Freud had noidea of the superconscious and for the matter of that in
Western  psychology, there is no conception of the superconscious. Only recently the
parapsychologists and others headed by Dr. Rhine have come to admit the existence of
Exira-Sensory perception { E. 5. P. ) ( See Dr. Alexis Carrel's Man, the unknown 98 to
100 ). But the beginning is very rudimentary and crude. Moreover Freudian way of curing
mental ills through the Free Association Method is at best of temporary relief. The com-
plexes are resolved only to recur over and over again because the mind is not brought under
control.

It is the same case with other psychological systems of the west.  But it is different with
Iadian psychology. There is a method to bring the mind under control.  Swami Vivekananda
s=ys @ “Practical psychology directs first of all its energics in controlling the unconscious,
and we know that we can do it. Why ? Because we know the cause of the unconscious is
the conscions ; the unconscious thoughts are the submerged millions of our old conscious
actions become petrified—we do not look at them, do not know them, have forgotten them.
Bot mind you, if the power of evil is in the unconscious, so also is the power of good. We
Bave many things stored inmus asina pocket. We have forgotten them, do not even think
of them and there are many of them, rotting, becoming positively dangerous ; they come
forth, the unconscious cause which kill humanity. True psychology would, therefors, try to
Bring them under the control of the conscious.  The great task it is to revive the whole man,
% it were, in order to make him the complete master of himself. Even what we call the
amtomatic action of the organs within our bodies, such as lever ete., <an be made to o
our commands., .

This is the first part of the study, the ¢ontrol of the unconscious. The next is to g0
Bevond the conscious.  Just as unconscious work is beneath consciousness, so there is another
work which is above consciousness.  When this superconscious state is reached, man becomes
frez and divine, death becomes immortality, weakness becomes infinite power, and iron
bondage becomes liberty. That is the goal. the infinite realm of the superconscious™, 12

So, when we remarked above in the case of Sri Ramakrishna that, “Here was one to
whom Samadhi was a constant mode of knowledge. Every moment heard the utterance of
wisdom gathered superconsciously™ we stated a psychological method which Las been
practised in India from time immemorial for gaining knowledge, secular and spiritual,

And in order to attain this superconscious state the first and foremost thing necessary is
concentration and detachment from the objects of the senses. That is why Swamiji says ;
“To me the very essence of education is concentration of mind, not the collecting of facts,
If I had to do my education over again, and had any voice in the matter, I would not study
facts at all. T would develop the power of concentration and detachment, and then with a
perfect instrument I could collect facts at will.  Side by side, in the child, should be developed
the power of concentration and detachment”. %3 So we find in the language of Sister
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Nivedita “Fortunately for the civilisation of India Hindu has always clearly perceived the
mind behind the method at the thing with which edoeation has fundamentally to deal™ 24

There is another way of looking at mind., Swamiji analyses mind into four aspects. He
says *The internal organ or mind has four aspects. First—Manas, the cogitating or thinking
faculty, which is usually almost entirely wasted because uncontrolled ; properly governed
it is a wonderful power. Second—Buddhi, the will ( sometimes called the intellect ). Third
—Ahamkara, the self conscious egotism ( from Aham }. Fourth—Chitta, the substance in
and through which all the faculties act, the floor of the mind as it were or the sea in which
various faculties are waves”, 3%

In accordance with the predominance of the working of these different aspects we
classify men into four general types. “There are four general types of men—the rational,
the emotional, the mystical, and the worker.”*® So, in educating these different types of
men different methods are to be followed.  Swamiji says “The teaching must be modified
according to the needs of the taught. ***Past lives have moulded our tendencies ; give to the
taught in accordance with his tendency. Intellectual, mystical, devotional, practical—make
one the basis, but teach the others with it.

Intellect must be balanced with love, the mystical nature with reason, while practice
must form part of cvery method, Take everyone where he stands and push him forward.”??
So, in the harmonised working of different aspects of mind that the well-integrated personality
will develop.

The aim of Education

From the above philosophical and psychological discussion we find that according to
Swami Vivekananda education is the training of the mind with a definite objective : the
development of the total personality of a man, Swamiji says : “The ideal of all education,
all training should be man-making.  Education is not the amount of information that is put
into your brain and runs riot there, undigested all your life. We must have life-building,
man-making, character-making, assimilation of ideas. If you have assimilated five ideas and
made them your life and character, you have more education than any man who has got by
heart a whole library”?® In another place he says “The end of all education, all training should
be man-making. ***The end and aim of all training is to make the man grow.”**  And yet
in another place “It is man-making education all round that we want."4?

The method

Having thus determined the aim of education let us examine the method which Swamiji
prescribes for realising this ideal. Tt has already been said that the philosophical basis of
Swamiji's view of life is Advaita—the unity of all existence. To realise this unity is the
aim and end of all our quest.  So, if this philosophy is correet then there is no
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question of acquiring anything extrancous. Swamiji says ; “Knowledge is inherent in man,
no knowledge comes from outside ; it is all imside. What we say & man *knows' should
in strict psychological language, be what he ‘discovers’. or ‘umveils'; what a man earns’
is really what he ‘discovers’, by taking the cover off his own soul, which is a mine of
infinite knowledge.”"*' And the natural deduction from this is : “you se¢¢ no one can feach
anybody. The teacher spoils everything by thinking that he is teaching. Vedanta says that
within man is all knowledge—even in a body it is so—and it requires only an awakening, and
that much is the work of a teacher. You cannot teach a child any more than you can
grow a plant. All you can do is on the negative side—you can only help. You can take
away the obstacles, but knowledge comes out of its own nature. Loosen the soil a little, so
that it may come out easily. Put a hedge round it ; scc that it is not killed by anything, and
there your work stops.  You cannot do anything else.  The rest is a manifestation from
within its own nature. So, with the education of a child ; a child educates itself™4¢ That
is why Swami Vivekananda succinctly defines education as “‘the manifestation of the perfection
already in man.,"** So, according to Swamiji “Liberty is the first condition of growth. 44
A child should be allowed to develop in its own particular way. The only help that can be
given is to help it to perfect the instrument with which it will gather knowledge,

A man is a body-mind complex. Hence the body cannot and should not be neglected.
Physical weakness is a great hindrance in our life. Swamiji says, “We speak of many things
parrot-like, but never do them ; speaking and not doing has become a habit with us.
What is the cause of that 7 Physical weakness. This short of weak brain is not able to do
anything ; We must strengthen it. First of all our young men must be strong,  Religion
will come afterwards, Be strong my young friends ; that is my advice to you.  You will be
nearer to Heaven through football than through the study of the Gita, these are bold words ;
but 1 have to say them, for Ilove you. I know where the shoe pinches, I have gained a

litle experience. You will understand the Gita better with your biceps, your muscles,
a little stronger.*'48

In another place he says “*What our country now wants are muscles of iron and nerves
of steel, gigantic wills which nothing can resist, which can penetrate into the mysteries and
secrets of the universe and will accomplish their purpose in any fashion even if it meant going
down to the bottom of the ocean and meeting death face to fage,” 45

But the first requisite for bringing about a physical, mental and spiritual regeneration
of the people is sharaddha.  Swamiji says “Faith, faith, faith in ourselves, faith, in God—this
is the secret of greatness. If you have faith in all the threc hundred an thirty millions of
your mythological gods, and in all the gods which foreigners have now and again brought into
wour midst, and still have no faith in yourselves, there is no salvation for vou. Have faith in
vourselves, and stand up on that faith and be strong ; that is what we need. ***We have
lost faith in ourselves. Therefore, to preach the Advaita aspee: of the Vedanta s necessary to
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rouse up the hearts of men, to show them the glory of their shuls.”#7 It has been said in the
Gita ‘Shraddhavan labhate jnanam® and Swamiji also exhorts people to have this Shraddha
for the attainment of knowledge.

Thus perfecting the body by acquiring ‘muscles of iron and nerves of steel’ we should
try to perfect the other instrument nectssary for aecquiring knowledge, Viz. mind. And
the only method for perfecting this instrument is concentration.  Swamiji says “There is only
one mathod by which to attain this knowledge, that which is called concentration. The
chemist in his laboratory concentrates all the energies of his mind into one focus. and throws
them upon the materials he is analysing, and so he finds out their secrets. The astronomer
concentrates all the energies of his mind and projects them through his telescope wpon the
skies : and the stars, the sun, the moon give up their secrets to him. The more [ can con-
centrate my thoughts on the matter on which I am talking to you, the more you concentrate
vour thoughts, the more clearly you will grasp what I have to say.

How has all the knowledge in the world been gained but by the concentration of the
powers of the mind 7 The world is ready to give up its secrets if we only know how to
knock, how to give it the necessary blow. The strength and force of the blow come through
concentration. There is no limit to the power of the human mind. The more concentrated
it is, the more power is brought to bear on one point ; that is the secret.”49

But the question arises : can this concentration be developed. Swamiji says “The
yogis say, yes. The Yogis say that we can get perfect control of the mind.”"#* But along
with this power of concentration another thing is equally important—the power of detachment.
Swami Vivekananda says “So along with the development of concentration we must
develop the power of detachment. We must learn not only to attach the mind to one thing
exclusively but also to detach it at a moment’s notice and place it upon something else.
These two should be developed together to make it safe.”*?  Sister Nivedita very penetra-
tingly and ably puts Swamiji’s views in this regard when she writes *“The training of the
attention—rather than the learning of any special subject or the development of any particular
faculty—has always been, as Swami Vivekananda claimed for it, the chosen goal of Hindu
education. Great men have been only as incidents in the tale of this national effort to
achieve control and self-direction of the mind itsell”*'  And concentration as a method for
acquiring knowledge is a contribution of the Indian mind to educational methodology, The
western pedagogy has been groping in the dark for fiinding out a method of education.  And
till now they have not been able to find out something stable and helpful. So Indian
educationists instead of following the western method should turn their attention to their
age—old method which has withstood the rest of time.  As Sister MNivedita says It is not
here then, in the object and nature of the inner psychological process that Western educators
have anything to teach India.”*?
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On the other hand it is the western educationists who will have to sit at the feet of
India to learn the true educational method.

Mow, how to achieve concentration 7 Mind can be controlled and concentration
attained by following the methods of Raja Yoga. The Raja Yoga prescribes several methods
but the most important of them arc breathing and meditation.  Swamiji says “By the exercise
of breathing we begin to feel all the movements of the body that we (now) do not feel. As
soon as we hegin to feel them, we begin to master them,  Thoughts in germ will open to us
and we will be able to get hold of them ***  Akout meditation Swamiji remarks as follows !
“Before we control the mind we must study it.  We have to seize this unstable mind and drag
it from its wanderings and fix it on one idea, over and over again this must be done.
By power of will we must get hold of the mind and make it stop and reflect upon the glary
of God.»'t+

So this in brief is the process by which mind can be developed into a fit instrument for
gaining knowledge. But as a pre-requisite another thing is necessary, that is Brahmacharya,
As Swamiji says in his various lectures “Every boy should be trained to practise absolute
Brahmacharya and then and then alone, faith and Shraddha will come.  Chastity in thought,
word and deed always and in all conditions is what is called Brahmacharya. It is owing to
want of continence that everything is on the brink of ruin in our country. By obrervance of
Brahmacharya all learning can be mastered in a very short time ; one acquires an unfailing
memory of what one hears or knows but once.  The chaste brain has tremendous energy and
gigantic will-power-controlled desire leads to the highest results.  Transform the sexual
energy imte the spritual energy. The stronger the force is, the more can be done with it.
Only a powerful current of water can do hydraulic mining™®

But in order to receive this training one should live in constant touch with competent
teachers. Ordinary schools where mercenary teachers give merely academic education to
students is no education at all. S0 Swamiji says “My idea of education is gurugriha-vasa.
Without the personal life of 1the teacher there would be no education.  One should live from
his very boyhood with one whose character is like a blazing fire, and should have before him
a living example of the highest teaching. In our country the imparting of knowledge has
always been through men of renunciation. The charge of imparting knowledge should again
fall upon the shoulders of tyagis.”*®  Again he says “The deciples of old used to repair to
the harmitage of the guru, fuel in hand, and the gure, afier ascertaining his competence
would teach him the Vedas. Without faith, humility, submission and Veneration in our hearts
towards the teacher, there cannot be any growth in ws,  In those countries which have
neglected to keep up this kind of relation, the teacher has become a mere lecturer, the
teacher, expecting his five dollars and the person taught expecting his brain to be filled with
the teacher’s words and each going his own way after this muoch is done.”™®* A life can be
lighted by the fire of another life. So, unless the teacher is a man of character and the
student is receptive there can be no education in the real sense of the term.  Man making

53 Complete Works Vol 1 P. 307  34. Complete Works Vol VIII P, 47  55. Swami Vivekananda
on India and her problem P. 54 56, Ibid P 57 57. Indla and her problems P. S5,
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education which Swamiji wants can be imparted only when a student lives with an ideal
teacher and profits by his advice and example.

Swamiji also wanted that the school should have proper environmental set-up.  That is
why he says “that true education is gained by constant living in communion with nature.”**

The above are in brief outline the theories of objectives and methods of edueation as
adumbrated by Swami Vivekananda. They arc revolutionary in character, at the samc time
they are rooted in the age old tradition of India. Education in modern times in India has
been wrongly planned and carelessly cxecuted.

It is high time that we discard these systems and try to develop our system on national
lines as indicated by Swamiji. 1f we can revise our plan and programme, then alone we shall
be able to evolve a system which will be truly ‘man-making and character-building’.  And
this is necessary not only for the regeneration of India but for the redemption of the whole
world. As Swamiji.says “But education has vet to be in the world, and civilisation—
civilisation has begun nowhere yet." 5%

«The ideal, therefore, is that we must have the whele education of our country,
spiritual and secular, in our own hands, and it must be on national lines, through national
methods as far as practicable,”5?

T 45 Complete Works Yol ¥ P. 399 54, E;mpleﬂ:u Works Vol Il F 114 60, Complete Works
Vol 1T P. 302
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With Best Comp[iments from :

. AdellDs

Government Contractor (Civil)

4, Lal Mohan Bhattacharjee Road
Kolkata - 700 014
Phone : 9830293174
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With Best Compliments from :

c]{_angoon glau Center

Dealers in :
Modi Guard Float Glass & Modi
Guard Mirrors

10, OLD CHINA BAZAR STREET, KOLKATA
Phone : 2242 0666 / 7580
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With Best Comjofiments from :

PEECO >
PEECO IIYDRAULIC PV, LI,

Ambica Kundu Lane, Ramrajatala
Howrah - 711 104 (W.B.]

Gram : ‘Oindrlik’ Santragachi
P.O. : Howrah
Phone (O) : 2627-0717/1425
Fax : (033) 2667-7226, 2660-2699

An Ex-Students Enterprise

ARLJIT LAHIRI (1962)
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With Best Compfiments from :

Phone : (W) 2522 0662

(R) 2554 2930

Fax : (033) 2521 3743

E-mail : mmp.spayne@gmail.com

MAK METALS PRODUCTS

Aluminium Door, Windows, Partition, False Ceiling and Railing etc.
and
Aluminium Architectural Building Products.

6, G. C. GHOSH ROAD (PATIPUKUR)
KOLKATA - 700 048

Prop. Sujit Payne
(Batch - 1968)
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With Best Comjofiments from :

I am the Wlother of the wicked,
As I am the Mlother of the virtuous.

Whenever you are in distress,

Just say to yourself, ’ have a 1Vlother”

Sri Sri Ma Sarada

Serada Stone Crusher

Supplier of premium quality black stone chips
for construction and allied purposes

Works & Office at :
SILDA, PASCHIM MEDINIPUR, (W.B)
Dial : 03221-252239/252411
e-mail : dipmalik@sancharnet.in
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With Best Comjo[iments from :

TG TN 85 T
ey FNT

=CIRIE

SRV, TART TN, (ee/v 2 FB)
St T,
FAFO - 900 00V
(I 3 REEE YUY, JE8O 059C

sv-a.fR. amfiga afefe
(573 NGB FR)
FEFIS! - 200 0L
(T 8 18V buos, (BETFiF 8 8VY 939

e Big [efEe baraer (sava) viat 2ifavifere

193




With Best Compfiments from :

SHUSRUSHA

NURSING HOME PVT. LTD.

BUILDING ON TRUST

1. Fully Equipped Intensive Care Unit & High Dependency Unit

2. USG / X Ray / ECG / Echo 24 Hours Pathology

3. Pharmacy General Medicine

4. All Types of Minimally Invasive Sugeries by Renowned Surgeons

Lap Appendisectomy @ Lap. Cholecystectomy @ LAVH

Lap. Repair of Hernia @ Lap. Spleenectomy @ Lap. APR

® Lap. Onco Surgeries @ Lap. Ligation @ Diagnostic
Laparoscopy

General and Onco Surgeries @ Eye Microsurgery @ Phaco
® Urology TURP @ Orthopaedic

P-290, C.I.T Scheme VI-M
Upendra Chandra Banerjee Road, Kolkata - 54
Phone : 2362 8863, 2362 8430, 2364 8910, 3290 1609
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Aith Best Com}?fiments from :

DdoasGicedn?Z

(Ex-student, 1985) *°




Aith Best Com}?fiments from :

GROCERY &
STATIONERY




With Best Com}ofiments from :

Bengal United Cuedit
Belani Housing Led.




With Best Com}?fiments from :

Everlike Realtors
Pvt. Ltd.




With Best Com}ofiments from :

PCTL
Genexx Valley
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With Best Com}ofiments from :
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The Main Gate of Ramakrishna Mission Vidyapith, Purulia

Sri Ramakrishna Mandir
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Sabhabedi

Vivek Mandir, School Building of Junior Sections



Medical Camp & Nara Narayan Seva at Poradih Village

The Alumi Association arranged a medical camp at village Poradih (near
Kotshila, Purulia) on 12.01.2014. The village was selected by Secretary
Maharaj of Vidyapith as it was chosen "Asia's Poorest Village".

The villagers were living below poverty line, menfolk mostly being snake
catchers / charmers, the women - homemakers. We organised the medical
camp with our ex-students who are doctors by profession and some of their
assistants. Some of the villagers had critical ailments (hitherto undetected)
and were advised to visit the government hospital at Purulia town. About
750 villagers were examined and were distributed medicines which we
collected through donation from various organisations.

We provided a full course lunch to about 1000 villagers. At the end of the
day we distributed footballs to the youth of the village. The story of the day
would be incomplete if we do not mention about a very uncommon species
of frog which is very peace loving, likes to hide inside sand and having skin
which is transparent. The villagers were very happy with the camp and
urged us to come back again after some time with the camp.
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Picture drawn by Sayantan Daripa, Gourab Patra, Ramakrishna Mission Vidyapith, Purulia (Class X)



Elimpses of Our Activities

Madhyamik, 1983 Batch
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" JADUGORA , PO~ SAHARJURI .
1A RAGHMUNDI . DIST - PURULIA .
MN-723152  (WB) .
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wiww.shracni.com -
SHracHI

Drmamar. Ciowmi

WE BETTER

YESTERDAY'S AMBITION,
TODAY'S REALITY AND
TOMORROW'S BENCHMARK.

We. ot Sheachi, have constantly endesvoured to turn dreams o reality with the highest standards of
professionallsm, sthics and customey service. & jourmey that began from & single business has transformed o us
becuming 8 leading conglomerate today, We have ventured into businesses a8 diverse as Agro-machinesy,
Engineering and FPT, Real Estate and Stationery, With the dynamism and the desine 1o evolve and explote newe
territories. diiving us farward, we aim (o ke our dreams to greater heights for a better fomanmod

Agro | Engineering | EPC | Real Estate | Retail | Stationery

Sheachl Tower, 686, Anandapur, E. M, B A. B. Connector Junction, Kolkata - /00107
L 033 3684 1984 nH--rllr.ll"-J'h achl



WITH 200 RESIDENT TAMILIES AND MEW FAMILIES s
OF A VIBRANT COMMLNITY WHO ARE EAGERL TT ¥
THERE ARE ONLY A FEW ATARTMENTS LEFT, S0 DOMT M
COMPLETION CERTIFICATES RECEIVED FOR ALL 7 TOWELS

Our stunning show flat in Towers 4 is open to visitors

Savings of 20 lacs and above Mo GST to be paid while purchasing
& Umited nusmber of Urbana apartments

t, +91 98367 60508 / 7 P SENGAL NRI COMPLEXLTD
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Tuh rarsharuivn ohs creemecd o ekng spacs, mims §ossosis






